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Concept

During my student years, I presented photographs I had developed from
black and white film shots taken in the bathroom, enlarging them in a
darkroom. In my school's art class, I learned about the concept of "wabi-
sabi" from a French-American teacher. Later, while traveling abroad, I
observed art pieces and even collaborated with friends to create and exhibit
our own works, exposing myself to values I had not previously encountered.
Reflecting on those experiences, I now realize that the history of
photography is still relatively new and continuously evolving. Photography
is labeled differently across countries and languages, understood through
various concepts, while viewers also evolve. A photo taken with a Nikon
versus an iPhone in the same location can yield countless interpretations
depending on when, where, and who views it. I believe that photography
isn't confined to specific purposes or uses but remains eternally in the form

the photographer believes in.

In this exhibition, I am presenting works created through the medium of
photography to explore how different approaches influence the meaning
and value of photography as a medium. I am examining how these

differences relate to our everyday perceptions of reality.

Jun Murai [Artist]
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Deep Light, 2024 / Archival Inkjet Print
The radiant light that dazzles us reflects the light captured by the camera
in the past. As I imagine how far back that light travels, I contemplate its

creation.

Direction of Time, 2024 / Archival Inkjet Print

Wiater takes its time to flow. Considering this, when you see water seemingly
flowing in different directions within a single photograph, it might not
only signify time flowing from the past to the future but also suggest other
directions moving in the space of the mind.

*Displayed only in the first half of the exhibition.

Smoke, 2024 / Archival Inkjet Print
This piece began with capturing intangible subjects. I set up a shooting area
in the corner of my studio and repeatedly clicked the shutter towards the

smoke. Through serendipity, a single photograph came into being.

Transparent Flower, 2023 / Cellophane, Inkjet Print / Acrylic Box

I view photography not only as capturing objects with a camera and printing
them on photo paper but also creating photographic works beyond mere
imagery. By regarding photography as a material, it can embody the qualities

of an expressive medium, giving rise to its paradoxical and unique aspects.

Flower and Me, 2024 / Archival Inkjet Print

Riding my bike from home towards the Tama River, I encountered flower
beds blooming beautifully with each passing season. As I continued to
take photos passing by the same place every day, I began to notice the
changes in the flowers. Since then, I've found myself increasingly drawn to
photographing flowers.

*Displayed only in the second half of the exhibition.
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1 have been continuously expanding the realms of expression through the use of

photography.
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Recent Exhibitions

“Semi Natural” U-Forum (Kunitachi
City/Tokyo) 2023, "Sometimes Like
a Buddhist Alter" Shoenji Art
Project No.26 (Kodaira City/Tokyo)
2021, "Diffuse Reflection — Where
will your light go?" (Cultural and Art
Activities Enhancement Support
Project to Overcome the Corona
Crisis), "Cheers to Art!" Project by
Tokyo Metropolitan Government in
2020, "Art Range Social distancing
Trial Version” (Cultural and Art
Activities Enhancement Support
Project), “Jun Murai Photography
Exhibition" at Hyakusho Gallery
(Sagamihara City/Kanagawa) 2019,
"GENZAI Now and Here" Room 2F
(Fuchu City/Tokyo) 2019, among

many others.
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My goal is how we perceive and capture
reality through photography. Cameras capture
the external world and offer different visual
experiences through photos. This exhibition
raises questions about the power of photography
from a philosophical standpoint, prompting us to
contemplate the various aspects of reality.
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